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Mom 'squashed' 
Marine dream 

Friends speak: Nancy Lanza discouraged son from serving in military 



By Mari An Gail Brown 

NEWTOWN - Adam Lanza as- 
pired to be a Marine, one of "the few, 
the proud." 

Failing that, he planned to join an- 
other branch of the military. 

That is what he told his mother, 
Nancy, his biggest cheerleader, and 
that is what she relayed to one of her 
closest friends, Ellen Adriani, of 
Sandy Hook. 

At first, Nancy Lanza supported 
her youngest son's dream. She liked 
the idea that the military would 
give him purpose, a career path and 



structure to his life. But the more she 
thought about it, the more she saw a 
downside. 

"It became overwhelmingly 
clear to her that it (military service) 
wasn't right for him," Adriani said. 
"She squashed" any notion of Adam 
joining the Marines or any branch 
of the armed services by remind- 
ing him "that he didn't like to be 
touched," said Adriani, and that if 
he were injured, "doctors and med- 
ics would have to handle him to 
treat him." 

Lanza, 20, harbored a dream of 
joining the military after he stopped 




Nancy Lanza Adam Lanza 

taking courses at Western Connecti- 
cut State University in Danbury, said 
a local merchant who knew Nancy 
and her son. 

Lanza first made his military aspi- 
rations known when he was 17, about 
the time his older brother, Ryan, was 



attending Quinnipiac University in 
Hamden. 

The Adam Lanza who went on a 
shooting rampage at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in Newtown last 
Friday was outfitted for war. Only 
his targets were civilian, not mili- 
tary. 

He was clad in body armor, black 
clothing and wielding a Bushmaster 
rifle, equivalent to a military M-16. 
He was also armed with a 9mm Glock 
originally used by the Austrian mili- 
tary — and hundreds of rounds of 
ammunition. 

See Killer on A2 




Mike Ross/For the Connecticut Post 



Right, an FDNY firefighter and his son exit the funeral of Daniel Barden outside 
St. Rose of Lima Church in Newtown. Above, a casket carrying the body of teacher 
Victoria Soto, 27, leaves Lordship Community Church in Stratford. 

Sandy Hook students will 
feel right at home in Monroe 



By Eileen FitzGerald 

MONROE - When 
Sandy Hook Elementary 
students go to their new 
school in January, they will 
see a replica of their familiar 
surroundings. 

Hundreds of workers 
— plumbers, painters, elec- 
tricians, parents, teachers, 
laborers — are feverishly 
working to make Chalk 
Hill School look like Sandy 
Hook. 



On Wednesday, some 
students visited their new 
school and retrieved person- 
al belongings left at Sandy 
Hook on Friday. 

"After meeting many 
Sandy Hook Elementary 
children with their parents 
today, all I can say is they 
were all very happy to be 
getting 'their stuff back/ " 
Monroe First Selectman 
Steve Vavrek said on his 
Facebook page Wednesday. 

See Sandy Hook on A2 
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TRAGEDY IN NEWTOWN 



Killer discouraged from joining Marines 




Brian A. Pounds/Staff photographer 

Mourners enter past lines of firefighters outside the funeral for Daniel Barden, one of the 20 children killed in the Sandy Hook Elementary School 
shooting, at St. Rose of Lima Church in Newtown on Wednesday. 



Lanza was a familiar face at area shooting 
ranges in recent years, federal agents said, 
but not in the past six months. Neverthe- 
less, he had ample opportunity to hone his 
skills firing off as many virtual rounds as 
he wanted in the comfort of his own home. 



Continued from Al 

Lanza was a familiar face 
at area shooting ranges in 
recent years, federal agents 
said, but not in the past six 
months. Nevertheless, he 
had ample opportunity to 
hone his skills firing off as 
many virtual rounds as he 
wanted in the comfort of his 
own home. 

It was clear he was an 
avid gamer from the trove 
of gory video and Internet 
gaming material investiga- 
tors seized. 

Peter Wlasuk, a New- 
town plumber who claims 
he worked at the Lanzas' 
home, informed The Sun of 
London that Lanza would 
play soldier in violent video 
games such as "Call of 
Duty" for hours in a win- 
dowless, bunker-like base- 
ment. 

"They had one poster 
of every piece of military 
equipment the U.S. ever 
made," Wlasuk told the 
British newspaper. 

Lanza's dreams are 
hauntingly similar to anoth- 
er school shooter, Eric Har- 
ris, who along with Dylan 
Klebold killed 12 people at 
Columbine High School in 
Colorado in 1999. 

Harris had hoped to join 
the Marines, too, accord- 
ing to the Rocky Mountain 
News. Five days before the 
shootings, a recruiter told 
Harris he wasn't eligible 
for military service be- 
cause he had used psychi- 
atric medicine. Like Har- 
ris, Lanza enjoyed playing 
violent computer and video 
games. 

All three weapons 
Lanza used when he 
stormed Sandy Hook Ele- 
mentary School were law- 
fully owned and registered 
to his mother, who grew 
up on a New Hampshire 
farm where she learned 
early how to shoot and 
handle guns. 

Adriani visited Lanza's 
girlhood home last Octo- 
ber, when the two of them 
attended a retirement 
party for Lanza's brother, 
James Champion, a police 
officer. 

"She was a real farm 
girl," Adriani said, and 
had a respect for firearms. 



"She was one of the most 
responsible people I know. 
She kept them locked up. 
She was safety conscious 
in every aspect of her life. 
If you got into her BMW 
and didn't buckle up, as 
soon as the car started 
making that ding-ding- 
ding sound she'd stop 
driving and wouldn't 
start until you were safely 
buckled in." 

Adriani met Nancy 
Lanza several years ago at 
the My Place restaurant in 
Newtown, where a number 
of their mutual friends 
hang out. The two shared a 
passion for gardening and 
good food. 



All of what Adriani 
knows of Adam Lanza, she 
concedes, she learned from 
his mother, whom police 
said he shot in the head. 
He then drove to the school 
to kill 20 children and six 



women before killing him- 
self. 

"Nancy was proud of 
both of her sons," Adriani 
said. "They were the world 
to her. Adam had been 
doing some computer work 



for someone I know. He 
was incredibly bright. And 
Nancy was looking into 
some schools for him and 
the possibility of moving, 
too." 

As he progressed 
through the school system, 
he did well academically, 
but socially he was an out- 
cast. 

When anyone passed 
him in the hallway be- 
tween classes, fellow class- 
mates say, he would press 
himself against the wall, 
shunning even inadvertent 
physical contact. 

Whether Adam Lanza 
was depressed about giv- 
ing up his military dream 



or resuming his education, 
Adriani said she has no 
idea. 

In the past year or so, 
Nancy Lanza had started 
traveling more, leaving 
him home alone more 
often, Adriani said. And 
Adam Lanza had started 
taking on more respon- 
sibility at home, grocery 
shopping and venturing 
out alone. 



twitter. com/MariA n Gail- 
Brown; 203-330-6288; mg- 
brown@ctpost. com 



Staff writers Brian Lockhart 
and Tom Cleary contributed to 
this story. 



Sandy Hook 
students to feel 
right at home in 
Monroe school 



Continued from Al 

"They all had a police- 
man walk with them as 
they saw their classrooms 
and their desks. The big- 
gest hits were their new 
gym, library and cafeteria 
spaces." 

When Chalk Hill opens 
sometime after the holi- 
days, more than 500 stu- 
dents at the Sandy Hook 
school will attend the Mon- 
roe school. Newtown of- 
ficials still must decide the 
future of the Sandy Hook 
building after the horrific 
shooting there Friday. 

The school's principal, 
Dawn Hochsprung, was 
slain as she attempted to 
stop the gunman. Twenty- 
year- old Adam Lanza shot 
to death 20 students and 
six teachers and admin- 
istrators. Earlier in the 
day, Lanza had killed his 
mother. He turned his gun 
on himself at the school as 
police swarmed the build- 
ing. 

Donna Page, retired 
principal of Sandy Hook 
Elementary, has agreed to 
help with the transition for 
as long as she is needed, ac- 
cording to officials. 

Chalk Hill, last used 
by Monroe fourth- and 
fifth-graders in the 2010- 
11 school year, will have 
the same paint scheme 



as Sandy Hook Elemen- 
tary. The same pictures 
and posters will be on the 
walls. Desks will be ar- 
ranged in a familiar pat- 
tern. Even touches as small 
as where crayons normally 
are will be kept in mind. 

Also, officials are in- 
stalling a state -of- the art 
security and communica- 
tion system. 

"When they walk into 
the classroom, it's going 
to be their classroom," 
Vavrek said in an inter- 
view. 

Joseph Cirasuolo, ex- 
ecutive director of the 
Connecticut Association 
of Public School Superin- 
tendents, said the work on 
the school has been moving 
along rapidly. 

Having retired principal 
Page to help will be good 
because the staff knows 
her, he said. 

"All the advice we get is 
that the sooner you get the 
teachers and the students 
into a normal school set- 
ting the better," Cirasuolo 
said. 

Vavrek said workers 
have taken dozens of pho- 
tos of the rooms at Sandy 
Hook and are duplicating 
the paint scheme, hanging 
up the same pictures and 
posters — in the same ar- 
rangement — and setting 





Contributed photos 

Workers and volunteers are setting up Chalk Hill Middle School in Monroe for use by students from Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in Newtown in early January. 



up the desks in the same 
way. He said if a student 
had crayons on her desk a 
certain way, they will be 
set up identically when he 
or she returns. 

Chalk Hill is being re- 
painted in Sandy Hook's 
colors, green and white, 
and there are reports that 
Madison Square Garden 
has offered to donate a new 
gymnasium floor for the 
school. 

"They're going to go 
back to a normal school 
— as normal as it can be," 
Vavrek said. 

A lot of infrastructure 
improvements, such as 
wiring and plumbing, 



needed to be made, Vavrek 
said. 

School officials are also 
working to have the Sandy 
Hook preschool and af- 
terschool programs ready 
when classes resume, 
though a location has not 
been confirmed. Education 
Connection, the regional 
education support agency 
for Newtown, runs the 
program. 

"We are ready to open 
our program as soon as 
we know where it will be 
located," Education Con- 
nection executive director 
Danitu Thibodeau said 
Wednesday. 

While he wouldn't dis- 



cuss specifics, Vavrek said 
the security at Chalk Hill 
will be "state of the art" 
and include an extensive 
network of video cameras. 
Other security details, 
such as police protection, 
are being worked out. 

He said "hundreds" of 
people have been working 
virtually nonstop at the 
school — carpenters, paint- 
ers, plumbers, electricians, 
laborers, HVAC crews, 
members of parent groups. 
Cell towers have been 
erected behind the school. 
The state has waived all of 
the normal regulatory re- 
quirements. 

As for a budget, Vavrek 



said Gov. Dannel P. Malloy 
has told him to spend what 
is needed. 

After the school was 
closed, Chalk Hill was 
used by the town's parks 
department and an EMS 
crew. The town was on 
the verge of allowing local 
theater and ballet groups 
to use it. 

Bethel Cub Scoutmaster 
Keith Watson is leading 
an effort to collect school 
supplies for Chalk Hill. He 
said three boys who died 
in the shooting and eight of 
the 12 girls were Scouts. 

eileenf@newstimes. com; 203 - 
731-3333 
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Heroes, angels mourned 



Paul Simon sang "The Sound of 
Silence" for "Vicki" Leigh Soto, 
the teacher who died defending 
her kids. Scores of firefighters 
lined the street to salute Daniel 
Barden, the little boy who wanted 
to fight fires when he grew up. 
Luminaries spelled a single word 
— "hope" — outside the wake for 
Dawn Hochsprung, the fearless 
principal. Chase Kowalski was 
remembered for his love of sports 
and his youthful exuberance, 
Charlotte Bacon for her love of 
animals and all things pink. 
They came by the hundreds to 
say goodbye, to celebrate the lives 
of six of those who were slain at 
Sandy Hook Elementary that day. 



Nearly 300 people listen to funeral 
services outside of Lordship 
Community Church on Wednesday 
for Victoria Soto, the first-grade 
teacher at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School who was killed while 
protecting her students. 



Mike Ross/For Hearst 
Connecticut Newspapers 




VICTORIA LEIGH SOTO 



'Sound of Silence' lays hero teacher to rest 



DAWN HOCHSPRUNG 

Selfless principal 'died a hero' 



By Keila Torres Ocasio 

STRATFORD - Clad in green 
ties, sweaters and scarfs, Victoria 
Leigh Soto's loved ones gave heart- 
felt tributes Wednesday to the blue- 
eyed teacher who died trying to pro- 
tect her students during last week's 
mass shooting in Newtown. 

Hundreds of mourners gathered at Lord- 
ship Community Church to say farewell to the 
young woman, known as "Vicki," who loved 
dancing, flamingos, crispy macaroni and 
cheese and cupcake eating contests. The ser- 
vice included a touching performance by Paul 
Simon, a New Canaan resident, who played 
"Sound of Silence" on an acoustic guitar. 

Jillian Soto said her sister Vicki, whose fa- 
vorite color was green, has been called a hero 
for hiding the students in her first-grade class 
and telling the shooter they were somewhere 
else. "But truthfully you have been a hero to 
me for a lot longer than five days," she said, 
reading from a letter she wrote. 

Jillian said she copied everything her 
sister did and decided to attend Eastern 
Connecticut State University the moment 
her older sister enrolled. Vicki graduated 
from Eastern with high honors and degrees 
in education and history and was pursuing 
her master's degree at Southern Connecticut 




State University. "Please guide me 
as I try to take on this world without 
you," Jillian said. 

Another sibling, Carlee Soto, 
cried as she recalled the last time 
she saw her 27-year-old sister, one 
week ago. The two got scolded by 
their mother for playfully throwing 
candy at each other. Carlee, who called the 
pain of losing her sister "unbelievable," said 
their mother was worried Vicki's dog Roxie 
would eat the candy and get sick. 

Roxie, according to Soto's obituary, would 
wait for her to come home every day and "is 
still waiting, lost without her." 

A common thread throughout the service 
was Soto's love of Christmas. A cousin said 
Soto insisted on having a family gathering 
each Christmas Eve. Her aunt and godmoth- 
er Debbie Cronk, said she gave Soto a new 
Christmas ornament each year to help build 
up a collection for the day she got a place of 
her own. Cronk said she bought one last or- 
nament Soto could take with her to heaven. 

With the church sanctuary filled to ca- 
pacity, hundreds of mourners stood on the 
small white church's lawn listening to the 
service through speakers set up outside. 
When the dark gray casket arrived, the 
state police Honor Guard gave a salute to the 
teacher who gave her life to protect her class. 



DANIEL BARDEN, 7 



A firefighter's funeral for a boy 



By Linda Conner Lambeck 

NEWTOWN - Daniel Barden, 7, 
never got the chance to grow up and 
become a firefighter, but Wednes- 
day he got a firefighter's funeral. 

More than 100 firefighters from 
New York City, Simsbury, New 
London, Lyme and elsewhere, lined the long 
driveway on both sides, from the curb to the 
large wooden doors of Saint Rose of Lima 
Church. They stood at attention in dress uni- 
form as his grief-stricken family passed by in 
the funeral procession. Some played bagpipes, 

"We came here to show support," said 
John Cummings of Ladder Co. 45 in New 
York City and treasurer of the NYC Firefight- 
ers Brotherhood Association. Daniel had 
cousins who are New York City firefighters. 
Most got text messages Tuesday telling them 
Daniel wanted to be a firefighter, too. "We're 




here to show our support for this 
community like our community was 
deeply affected after 9/11. We're here 
to return the favor," said Lt. Eddy 
Boles, another NYC firefighter. 

The church was packed with 
mourners for the 10 a.m. service. 
Friends, family, neighbors and 
classmates were all there. 

Laura Stamberg and daughter Sarah, 16, 
came an hour and half away from New Paltz, 
N.Y. Laura's husband and Daniel's father 
Mark used to play in a band together. The last 
time she saw Daniel, he was very small. 

"I heard he loved to play the drums," said 
Stamberg, her face fighting back tears on a 
morning where the sun was shining, but the 
wind was bitter. 

NYC firefighter Kevin Morrow said 
Daniel's brother talked about how "Daniel 
inspired everyone around him to be happy." 



CHARLOTTE BACON, 6 

Remembering a girPs love of pink 



By Robert Miller 

NEWTOWN - Charlotte Bacon 
was remembered Thursday as a 
spirited, warm-hearted little girl 
who loved the color pink and any 
animal she met. 

A memorial service was held for 
the 6-year-old girl at Christ the King Lutheran 
Church. 

Those at her service each received a button 
with her likeness and a program with a cover 
that featured an angel superimposed over a 
sheet filled with the name "Charlotte." 

Linda Clark, a town resident who at- 
tended the service, said Charlotte's mother, 
JoAnn, described her daughter as an exu- 
berant, bubbly child who was willing to 
argue for the things that appealed to her. 

"She said her daughter would say "I want 
it, I want it," Clark said. "Then it would be T 
need it, I need it.' " 




Clark said that JoAnn Bacon also 
brought up her daughter's love of 
pink. Previous reports have told 
how Charlotte, getting a pink dress 
and pink boots for Christmas, could 
not wait until Dec. 25 to show them 
off. She wore them to school the day 
of the shooting. 
Clark and Adel Joobeur said family mem- 
bers spoke of Charlotte's love of all animals. 
The Bacons' pet golden retriever, the two 
said, was especially favored. 

"They said he was a member of the fam- 
ily," Joobeur said. 

And Clark said, there was an acceptance 
at the service of Charlotte's destination. 

"Her mother said she was in heaven," 
Clark said. 

The service was attended by Gov. Dannel 
P. Malloy, U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal, 
U.S. Sen.-elect Christopher Murphy and 
U.S. Rep.-elect Elizabeth Esty. 



By Susan Tuz 

WOODBURY - As hundreds 
of mourners for slain Sandy Hook 
Elementary School principal Dawn 
Hochsprung arrived for calling 
hours Wednesday, luminaries were 
on display, designed to spell a single 
word: Hope. 

Hochsprung died at the school in an ef- 
fort to stop 20 -year-old Adam Lanza from 
embarking on his shooting spree Friday 
that claimed the lives of 20 students and six 
adults. 

She has been hailed as a selfless educator 
whose dedication to her young charges is an 
inspiration to people around the world. 

"I'm not even a little surprised that Dawn 
died a hero. Nobody was going to hurt 
one of her kids," said Kim Gallo, a lifelong 




friend and former colleague from 
Hochsprung's years as an educator 
in Woodbury. 

" I knew Dawn for 22 years," said 
Brian Jones, of Southbury, a family 
friend. "Dawn set positive goals and 
m met them. She had a positive, outgo- 
ing, energetic spirit. People loved to 
be around her. She's a shining example of all 
that's good and positive in the world." 

Coast Guard cadet Alexis Kanapp, 18, 
brought a handmade card from the seventh- 
graders of Woodbury. She'd known Hoch- 
sprung as her principal. 

Gov. Dannel P. Malloy arrived to pay his 
respects and left shortly after 3 p.m. New- 
town First Selectman Pat Llodra, Danbury 
Mayor Mark Boughton and former Danbury 
Mayor Gene Eriquez were among those at- 
tending. 



CAROLINE PHOEBE PREVIDI, 6 

'Happy/ 'innocent/ 'wonderful' girl 



By Linda Conner Lambeck 

NEWTOWN - Caroline Phoebe 
Previdi, 6, was eulogized Wednes- 
day as a sweet little child who loved 
to draw and loved to dance. 

"She was happy. She was inno- 
cent. She danced everywhere she 
went," said Pam Fehrs, her face 
tear- swollen as she left Saint Rose of Lima 
Church on Wednesday afternoon. 

Fehrs daughters went to ballet and jazz 
class with Caroline, who was one of 20 chil- 
dren and six teachers murdered Friday at 
Sandy Hook Elementary School. 

"It was very sad in there," said Joan 
Fehrs, Pam's mother. She said it was pain- 
ful. 

Many who came to the service wore 
green and white ribbons in tribute to the 
victims. Others wore pink, said to be Caro- 
line's favorite color. 

Caroline was eulogized by her brother, 
Walker, a third grader and a Boy Scout. 
Some adults headed into the early afternoon 
service wore uniforms from the Scatacook 
District Connecticut Yankee Council, which 
includes Newtown. 




Her parents, Jeffrey and Sandy, 
also spoke. 

"They tried to remember happy 
things. There were a lot of good 
memories," said Brian Smiffin, who 
works at a country club the fam- 
ily belonged to and where Caroline 
would swim. Her mom called her a 
precious angel. 
Monsignor Robert Weiss told mourners 
that Caroline was probably the happiest ad- 
dition to heaven in a long time. 

"It is the hardest thing to deal with, you 
never would have thought we would be 
going to one of their funerals," said Sean 
Farrell, who also worked at a country club. 

"She was wonderful. At that age they are 
all wonderful," said one of Caroline's great 
aunts, who didn't want to give her name. 
Caroline was described as sweet and beauti- 
ful, with an infectious smile. 

Throughout the 90 -minute service, 
nearly 50 police motorcycles were parked 
side by side in front and to the left of the 
church. They represented a dozen police 
departments including Trumbull, Milford, 
Hamden, Westport, Darien, Fairfield and 
Ossining, N.Y. 



CHASE KOWALSKI, 7 



A baseball player's 'true love of life' 



By Nanci G. Hutson 

MONROE - Chase Kowalski's 
2012 "1st game ball" of the New 
York Yankees season sat in a collec- 
tion of plastic- encased Yankee balls 
There were also racing trophies 
and a baseball-theme frame of the 
7-year-old baseball player, his name spelled 
out in crayon-color letters. 

These mementos of a joyful boyhood were 
on display to commemorate Chase's life. 

One of the 20 Sandy Hook Elementary 
first-graders killed in the Newtown shoot- 
ing, Chase was mourned Wednesday by 
hundreds of people from near and far who 
waited in lines that snaked around the en- 
tire parking lot at the Spadaccino and Leo P. 
Gallagher & Son Funeral Home. 

In a statement, Chase's family said: 
"Chase was an amazing son, brother, and 
grandson whose heart was only filled 
with love for all the people he touched. He 
was a fun-loving, energetic boy that had 
a true love of life. He completed his first 
triathlon at the age of six and ran in many 



community road races. "Chase had 
a deep love for the game of base- 
ball and enjoyed practicing with 
his father and teammates. Joining 
the Cub Scouts was just one of his 
many interests. He could often be 
found in the yard playing ball, rid- 
ing his bike or quad. 
"Chase was always excited to attend the 
kids work shop at the Trumbull Home 
Depot. He was greatly loved by his family. 
He joins his maternal uncle and grandfa- 
ther, his paternal great grandmother and 
grandmother in a much better place." 

In all of the pictures of him, whether he's 
leaping into a lake, running a race or riding 
his four-wheel quad, Chase wears the look 
of an adventurer, a closed-mouth smile in 
many and an open-mouthed grin in others 
that shows off his missing teeth. 

Music piped into the funeral parlor in- 
cluded the Toy Story tune " YouVe got a 
friend in me." 

"It's just tragic," said one West Haven 
man, wondering how families and the com- 
munity can ever be the same. 
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Scott Mullin/For Hearst Connecticut Newspapers 

Members of the audience listen to speakers talk about the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting victims during the Tribute to Newtown program at the 
O'Neill Center at Western Connecticut State University in Danbury on Wednesday. 

At Danbury event, thousands recall shooting victims 



By John Pirro 

DANBURY - "We all feel like 
our hearts have been ripped out 
of our lives, like we've all lost a 
child," said Jean Gallagher, of 
Brookfield. "So we're all just 
gathered together to try and make 
some sense out of it." 

On Wednesday night, some 
3,000 people whose hearts were 
ripped out last Friday gathered 
to remember 20 first-graders and 
six faculty members slaughtered 
at the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Newtown and send their 
thoughts and prayers to a commu- 
nity that will be forever scarred by 



those deaths. 

For 90 minutes, the cavernous 
O'Neill Center at Western Con- 
necticut State University echoed 
with the harmonious voices of 
children, the comforting words of 
clergymen, and the spontaneous 
applause of the audience when 
the singers and speakers sounded 
notes that, at least for a moment, 
filled the void left by what one 
person called "the indescribable 
tragedy." 

The "Tribute to Newtown," or- 
ganized by members of the Housa- 
tonic Valley Council of Elected Of- 
ficials, may not have helped people 
make sense of why 20 -year-old 



Adam Lanza did what he did. But 
the program did at least provide 
some temporary relief for many 
still reeling from his actions. 

"Our residents were asking for 
something," said New Fairfield 
First Selectman John Hodge. 

Among the guests were New- 
town First Selectman Pat Llodra 
and Superintendent of Schools 
Janet Robinson, who drew warm 
applause when they were intro- 
duced. 

"In Newtown, we truly believe 
that at 9:45 Friday morning, 20 new 
angels burst through the gates of 
heaven, shepherded by six teachers 
trying to corral them," Llodra said. 



The crowd also reacted emo- 
tionally to the civil rights anthem, 
"We Shall Overcome," which 
took on a different meaning when 
it was performed by Danbury's 
Rogers Park Middle School 
Choir, and when a recording of 
Israel Kamakawiwo'ole's version 
of "Somewhere over the Rainbow" 
played as photos of the 20 young- 
est victims were flashed on a 
screen over the stage. 

The event was hosted by West- 
ern, which university President 
James Schmotter noted also suf- 
fered losses in the shootings. 

Two people with connections 
to Western were victims. Noted 



jazz saxophonist Jimmy Greene, 
an assistant professor of music, 
lost his daughter, Ana Grace Mar- 
quez- Greene, 6, and Ann Marie 
Murphy, who was a teacher's aide 
at Sandy Hook, was the mother of 
nursing student Thomas Murphy, 
Schmotter said. 

"I think as a community, it 
made us feel better," said Gianna 
Fiorentini, a kindergarten teacher 
from Wilton. "It's not ever going 
to go away, but it helped make me 
strong enough to face my kids to- 
morrow." 

jpirro@newstimes. com; 203-731- 
3342 



High school basketball game restores small bit of normalcy 



By Kevin Duffy 

NEWTOWN - It was, as New- 
town High principal Charles Du- 
mais put it, a tiny piece of normal: 
Longtime rivals Newtown and 
Masuk, in a December South-West 
Conference girls basketball clash. 

The Nighthawks pressed; the 
Panthers turned it over. The crowd 
was strong, but not overwhelming, 
plenty of seats available behind the 
Newtown bench. The Nighthawks' 
dance team performed at the half. 
English teacher Jay Edwards 
— the voice of Newtown High ath- 
letics — provided the play-by-play 
throughout the Nighthawks' 64-44 
victory. 

Jeremy O'Connell, the always- 
fiery Newtown head coach, 
pleaded with his team on an early 
third-quarter possession: "Please! 
Play! Defense!" he screamed, his 
tie flapping as he hopped along the 
Nighthawks sideline. 

This is the way Newtown High 



wanted it. They wanted normalcy 
Wednesday, if only for an hour 
and a half, five days after 20 stu- 
dents and six faculty members 
were shot and killed at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School. 

"We got to run, we got to get our 
minds, our frustration out of us a 
little," Newtown senior Erin Ken- 
ning said. "It was just important 
for us to be here today." 

The empty seats, one coach said, 
shouldn't be a surprise. People in 
this town are still in shock. Most 
don't want to leave home. If they 
do, they're bombarded by national 
media, microphones and cameras 
shoved in their faces at the local 
Stop & Shop or Mobil station. 

Athletic Director Gregg Simon 
kept the media circus at bay 
Wednesday, only allowing local 
outlets into the Hawks Nest, where 
the walls were blanketed with cut- 
outs of stick figures linking arms, 
every so often interrupted by a 
"SH" for Sandy Hook. A banner 



— Newtown strong — was placed 
just below the scoreboard. And 26 
balloons — 20 of them white, six 
green, Sandy Hook Elementary's 
colors — were along the sidelines. 

Each was a reminder of the trag- 
edy that took place. 

"Basketball is really trivial in 
what is going on, and really insig- 
nificant in life," O'Connell said. 
"But it is a positive place where 
this town has seen a lot of positive 
things." 

A tight game in the third quar- 
ter turned into a blowout, some- 
thing Newtown fans and students 
have become accustomed to in 
recent years. Senior guard Cassie 
Ekstrom muscled through for a 
layup with four minutes remain- 
ing, putting the Nighthawks up 14 
and prompting O'Connell to pump 
both fists, his signature celebra- 
tion. 

After the win, Newtown's first 
of the young season, O'Connell 
reminded his team, "Hey, practice 




Jason Rearick/Staff photographer 

Twenty-six balloons are displayed during the Newtown High School 
girls basketball game against Masuk Wednesday. For more coverage 
of the game, see Page Bl. 



from 6-8 tomorrow," part of the 
usual routine. 

"School hasn't been normal," 
Kenning said. "But it's the best 



we can do right now." 



kduffy@newstimes.com; @Kev- 
inRDuffy 
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COLLECTIVE STRENGTH AT NORWALK VIGIL 




Christian Abraham/Staff photographer 
A candlelight vigil was held to remember the Newtown massacre victims at Norwalk 
Community College on Tuesday. Speaking at the podium is NCC's Student Body 
President Ben Engel. 

NCC community: 'Seize 
this opportunity to change' 



By Nancy Guenther 
Chapman 

Change must come in the 
wake of last week's tragic 
slaughter, Norwalk Com- 
munity College students 
and administrators said 
Tuesday evening, vowing 
to work to make that hap- 
pen as they lit the night 
with candles in front of the 
school. 

"I am sure many of you 
have been consumed with 
what happened in Newtown 
Friday," NCC President 
David L. Levinson said. 
"We here have the collective 
strength, one not only to 
come together and mourn, 
and comfort one another, 
but also to work on a solu- 
tion." 

The theme was repeated 
several times in the vigil 
organized by the college's 
student government. 

"We will compound the 
tragedy of Sandy Hook if we 
don't seize this opportunity 
to change," said NCC Pro- 
vost Jean Pamela Edington. 
"We have a responsibility 
to take action to make our 
society less violent and to 
protect our children." 



STATE 

Raises 

urged 

for 

judges 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 



HARTFORD - A state 
commission on judges' 
salaries is recommending 
5.3 percent pay raises in 
each of the next four fiscal 
years, a proposal expected 
to face scrutiny as the state 
lawmakers grapple with a 
budget deficit. 

The Commission on Judi- 
cial Compensation approved 
its recommendations to the 
legislature Tuesday, noting 
that state judges' pay hasn't 
increased since 2007. 

The plan would increase 
Superior Court judges pay 
from about $146,800 to 
nearly $180,500 over the 
four years. Supreme Court 
justices' pay would in- 
crease from about $162,500 
to nearly $200,000. Chief 
Justice Chase T. Rogers 
would see her salary in- 
crease from about $175,650 
to $215,950. 

The state is facing pro- 
jected deficits of $365 mil- 
lion to $415 million in this 
year's $20 billion state bud- 
get and $1.2 billion in next 
year's. 
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Student body president 
Ben Engel said the gather- 
ing warmed his heart. He 
said everyone there should 
reach out to friends, family 
and "children, especially 
those living in or near New- 
town, who are being forced 
to face a fierce reality and 
need our support the most." 

Life is "a collection of 
seconds," student Ryan Pa- 
polla, said. 

"Seconds that you don't 
get back, that may change, 
that you hope to hold on to. 
Never stop trying to rise 
above. Take this moment, 
this feeling, make it mean 
something. We only get one 
shot at this. So live, in every 
sense of the word." 
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Nasiz Dean, 5, helps his 
mom, Victoria, hold a 
candle during a vigil to 
remember the Newtown 
shooting victims at 
Norwalk Community 
College on Tuesday. 



EXPLOITING 
TRAGEDY 

Officials 

warn 

about 

charity 

scams 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Connecticut officials are 
warning state residents 
about possible charity 
scams seeking to exploit the 
elementary school shootings 
in Newtown. 

State Attorney General 
George Jepsen and Con- 
sumer Protection Commis- 
sioner William Rubenstein 
urged people on Wednes- 
day to be careful about 
donating to charities that 
claim to benefit victims of 
Friday's shootings, which 
left 20 children, six staff 
members and the shooter 
dead. 

Rubenstein says there are 
many people and groups 
not registered as charities 
in the state who are solicit- 
ing donations online for the 
Newtown victims. 

No scams have been 
identified yet, but Ruben- 
stein says some solicitors 
may not be legit. Officials 
are reviewing the solicita- 
tions. 

Officials are advising 
people to donate only to 
well-known charities, to be 
extra cautious with email 
and phone solicitations and 
not write checks to indi- 
viduals. 
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Connecticut 
Energy _ 
SGr\sicGS 

Discount Fuel Oil 
CALL FOR BEST PRICE 

PRICE SUBJECT TO CHANGE S H0D#845 

203-573-9010 or 1-866-948-9010 



F&J FUEL 

Premium Heating Oil 

Now Accepting Visa/Mastercard 

203-254-3920 

Please Call For Price! 
HOD 576 



Executive Car Service 



QSgrthstar ^ £xecutfve( 

Airport Transportation 



Trumbull, Fairfield, Easton, Stratford 

LaGuardia Airport $148 

Kennedy Airport $158 

Newark Airport $1 78 

All Inclusive Price 203-332-1 116 

Why Pay More? 

Prices subject to change starting Jan. 1 , 20 1 3. Prices one way only 
and do not include additional drops or parking fees. 




Fairfield's newest and most exciting new Japanese restaurant! 



1 Fine Italian Cuisine 



Full Bar / Happy hour 4t-6pm 8$ 9-12:00 mid Mon - Fri 

• Sat Special 11:00-3:00 Porketta % Roast Beef $4Loo 

• DINE IN 8? RECEIVE 10% OFF ENTIRE CHECK 
SUN - THU W/ AD ( not including holidays ) 

• CATERING 8? TAKE OUT MENU AVAILABLE! 

VISIT: WWW.VAZZYSCT.COM 

THE ORIGINAL CHEF / OWNER OPERATES AT STRATFORD 
ASK FOR SAM, CHRIS VAZZANTO OR BRENDAN HAYES 

F&jfXp^ff OF GREEN 

^r^^^^^ (not affiliated with any other Vazzy's) 

#3355 STREET, STRATFORD, CT. #203-375-2-776 



Your 



FREE 




A SALE SO BIG, WE'RE 



OPEN 48 HOURS! 



SHOP 7AM FRIDAY TO 7AM SUNDAY. 
HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE. 



VISIT MACYS.COM AND CLICK ON STORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION & FURNITURE GALLERY OPENINGS. 



SPECIAL 
69.99 

WINTER COATS 

Reg/Orig.*$175, 
after special 87.50. 
Only at Macy's. 
Down coats from 
Nautica. Misses. 




ONE 

DAY £ 
SALE! 



SATURDAY IS THE DAY! 
PREVIEW DAY IS FRIDAY! 



MORNING 
SPECIALS 

7AM-1PM BOTH DAYS! 



SPECIAL 
75% OFF 

CLEARANCE 
DRESS SHIRTS 
& TIES 

Special 1 2.37- 
17.37.Orig.* 

49.50-69.50, 
after special 
17.32-24.32. 
Selections from 
famous makers 
& designers. 



SPECIAL 16.99 

JUNIORS' PUFFER 
JACKETS 

Reg. 49.50, 
after special 
21 .99. From 
Hawke & Co., 
Me Jane 
& more. 

SPECIAL 49.99 

DIAMOND EARRINGS 

Reg. $200, after special 
$80.1/2 ct. t.w.*in 18k 
gold over sterling silver 
(*WeblD 513545) or 
sterling silver (*523058) 
by Victoria Townsend. 




SPECIAL $199 

DIAMOND EARRINGS 

Reg. $600, 
after special $357. 
1/2 ct. t.w.*in 
14k white gold. 
*WeblD 590445. 



SPECIAL 75% OFF 

OUTERWEAR 
Special 16.25-31 .25. 

Reg./Orig* $65-$125, 
after special $26-$50. 
From Calvin Klein, 
Protection System, 
Rothschild, Weatherproof®' 
more. Girls' 2-16; boys' 2-20; 
infants' 3-24 mos. 

SPECIAL $199 

DIAMOND RING 

Reg. $600, 
after special $255. 
1/2 ct.t.w.* in 
sterling silver. 
*WeblD 659011 





SPECIAL 50% OFF 

MARTHA STEWART 
COLLECTION™ 
Special 59.99-109.99. 

Reg. 119.99-219.99, 
after special 69.99- 
129.99. Only at Macy's. ^ 
All Collector's enameled 
cast iron casseroles. 
★WebID 643318. 



SPECIAL EXTRA 

20% OFF SWEATERS 
Special 15.68-27.20. Reg. $48-$69, 
after special 19.60-$34. 
From NY Collection, our 
Charter Club (*WeblD 
733225), Style & Co. 
and Alfani. Misses & petites. 
Women's prices slightly higher. 



SPECIAL 29.99 

CASHMERE & 
LEATHER FOR HER. 

Reg. $68-$95, 
after special 
49.99-56.99. 
Only at Macy's. 
Charter Club cashmere 
scarves or leather 
gloves. 





SPECIAL 33% OFF 

STAND MIXERS 
Special 234.49-401.99. 

Reg. $349.99-599.99, 
after special 279.99-449.99. 
From left: KitchenAid® 
5-qt. Artisan, #KSM1 50 
(*WeblD 77589) &6-qt Pro 
#KP26(*WeblD 136737). 




SPECIAL 19.99 

YOUR CHOICE 
SWEATERS 

Reg. $65-$70, 
after special 21 .99. 
From Oscar de la Renta, 
Geoffrey Beene, our 
Club Room, more. Wool, 
cotton or acrylic. S-XXL. 

SPECIAL 99.99" 

OUTERWEAR 

Reg. $250-$295, after special 
149.99. Car coats, peacoats & 
more from London Fog®, 
Perry El I is Portfolio & more. 
S-XXL. Shown: *WeblD 
717045. 



SPECIAL 39.99 

ALL 8-PC. BED ENSEMBLES 
Only at Macy's. By Fairfield 
Square Collection. 
Full-king. Reg. $100, 
after special 59.99 |(P 
Twin also 
on special. 
Shown: Elan. 
*WeblD 547765, 




FREE SHIPPING AT MACYS.COM with $99 online purchase, no promo code NEEDED; EXCLUSIONS APPLY. 



FRI TIL 1 PM OR SATTIL 1 PM; cannot be used on specials or super buys 

★ i^^^-^j^-nx /r\ \ a A #1 d^l/^N >^ — %v | — | — Excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, furniture, mattres: 

[ I Y Y A/ j WUW J) |C3 Cjr~ r" coverings, rugs, electrics/electronics, cosmetics/fragrances, gift cards, jewe 

'^-^^--^ / • shows, previous purchases, special orders, selected licensed depts., special p 

All CAI C O services, macys.com. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra 

H ^^r^^^^*^ /ALL DMLl OC or credit offer, except opening a new Macy's account. Dollar savings are all 

I Ay PAP AMPp discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt. When you return an i 

I m M Ar^r^AT^C^ forfeit the savings allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash value and m 

I I [ jUU I /APPAREL redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards or applied as payment or cred 

I I M C^i ^.r*~T account - Purchase must be $25 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. 

I HOME ITEMS! Ml [''''if'^fl'if '"i'IM 

YOUR PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE. VALID 12/21 7AM TIL 1PM OR 12/22/12 7AM TIL 1PM. LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER. 



Excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, furniture, mattresses, floor 
coverings, rugs, electrics/electronics, cosmetics/fragrances, gift cards, jewelry trunk 
shows, previous purchases, special orders, selected licensed depts., special purchases, 
services, macys.com. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount 
or credit offer, except opening a new Macy's account. Dollar savings are allocated as 
discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt. When you return an item, you 
forfeit the savings allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash value and may not be 
redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards or applied as payment or credit to your 
account. Purchase must be $25 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. 



OR, USE YOUR 
MACY'S SAVINGS 
PASS AND 
TAKE AN 
EXTRA $10 OFF 
7AM TIL 1PM FRI 
OR 7AM TIL 1PM SAT 

SAVINGS PASS DISCOUNT 
DOES NOT APPLY TO 
SPECIALS. 



*the magic of + 
macys 

/com 



frvtl 05V f 1 n Fine jewelry specials are only available at stores that carry fine jewelry. >REG./ORIG* PRICES ARE OFFERING PRICES & SAVINGS MAY NOT BE BASED 

I mffM mm mm J fcj ON ACTUAL SALES. SOME ORIG. PRICES NOT IN EFFECT DURING THE PAST 90 DAYS. ONE DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 12/21 TO 7AM ON 12/23/2012. 
BL0G Mmm \ KJi WBm MERCHANDISE WILL BE ON SALE AT THESE & OTHER SALE PRICES THROUGH 1/1/13 f EXCEPT AS NOTED, intermediate price reductions may have 

been taken. 4AII carat weights (ct. t.w.) are approximate; variance may be .05 carat. Jewelry photos may be enlarged or enhanced to show detail. Fine jewelry at select stores; log on to macys.com 
for locations. Almost all gemstones have been treated to enhance their beauty & require special care, log on to macys.com/gemstones or ask your sales professional. Extra savings taken off already- 
reduced prices; "special" prices reflect extra savings. Specials & clearance items are available while supplies last. Advertised merchandise may not be carried at your local Macy's & selection may vary 
by store. Prices may be lowered as part of a clearance. Prices & merchandise may differ at macys.com. Electric items shown carry warranties; to see a mfr's warranty at no charge before purchasing, 
visit a store or write to: Macy's Warranty Dept., PO Box 1026, Maryland Heights, MO 63043, attn: Consumer Warranties. * Enter the WebID in the search box at MACYS.COM to order. N21 10297. 

gSggj OPEN A MACY'S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy's credit card is available subject to 
KI^^M credit approval; new account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet 
H food & wine. The new account savings are limited to a total of $1 00; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible. 



